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I've been fooling with tube guitar amps for decades. I more or less know what I am doing with them,
and I've found most of the information that I want on line. But I thought it would be nice to have a
book or two to consult when my wife or daughter was at the computer, when I was tinkering with an
amp, or when I just didn't feel like sitting at a desk and looking at screen. Based on its appearance
and description, I chose this book. Bad decision.

This book insulted me. I felt used and abused by the author, and that has perhaps tainted this
review. I expected a comprehensive and useful guide. That is what this book should have been and
what the format and price -and the use of "THE" in the title -- seemed to promise. Instead, I dropped
$33 on a big, glossy advertisement for the author's "Groove Tube" tube-selling operation and, by
extension, the manufacturers who buy tubes from him.

Yes, some of the content is useful and interesting, written passages as well as photos. But the
section describing amp brands and histories is rendered woefully incomplete as the author veers
and swerves through it to make opportunities to refer to himself and his tubes and pimp for the
manufacturers that buy from him. (Be wary of authors who never miss opportunities to tell you how
important and knowledgeable they are. Quality of content should speak for itself.) Redundancies
abound, further wasting the reader's time and valuable space that could have been used to at least
mention other manufacturers or give some details about those that deserved more than a paragraph



or two.Read more &rsaquo;

Aspen Pittman, whom I have met and talked to at several industry conventions such as NAMM and
AES, is not a highly technical individual: in fact I doubt he even understands basic electronics. His
book is therefore a compilation of a lot of schematics and (on Fenders) parts layouts for guitar
amplifiers, and a few articles written by various tech writers, some of which are of merit and some of
which aren't.

I am building a 50 watt tube amp based off of Marshall & Fender designs; somewhat of a hybrid. I
bought this for the schematics and such. The book is more of a history of tube amps, info on the
parts/tubes & schematics, but it is not a DIY book. If you do not know what you are doing and you
want to build your own amp, this book will not be a help. If you already know how to build one and
need schematics and would also like to know the history of amps and the parts, this is good book for
that. Also as stated in previous reviews, the schematics can be very hard to read, some are
handwritten or bad copies, but with some work, can be read.

I was looking for a good starter/primer on tube amps, and this book serves that purpose. It is,
however, a running advertisement for Groove Tubes, which in itself, is not a bad thing, but can be a
bit distracting or annoying at times. The author also points out the book's editorial shortcomings. I
don't see why grammatical errors, for example, should not be corrected in revision rather than
acknowledged. They do distract the flow of reading, and the contributions in this book (many
excerpted from magazine articles) come from amp guys, not English majors, so flow can be a
challenge at times regardless.

The book centers on descriptions of tube amp brands and famous models, giving greater detail on
Fender, Marshall, and Vox than the rest. It also imparts some good information on basic signal flow,
and gives a few tips on repair and nomenclature, though it is not, and I don't think is intended to be,
a repair guide.

Pittman's book gives good exposure to the history, theory and some troubleshooting techniques. So
it's part coffee table picture book, part text book and gives some approaches to amp repair. The
pictures are decent and can give you a serious itch of gear acquisition syndrome (aka "gas"). The
technical data is obvious geared towards Groove Tubes but applies to common tube principles. The
troubleshooting part will help a newbie get the hang of working on amps. So I recommend it as part
of your tube amp library as it gives good exposure and will lead you to towards greater tube amp
knowledge.

I orderd this book because I had no idea about tube amps. I became interested because I recently
purchased a Blues Jnr 15W amp. Every thing about this book is quality. If there is a downside, it's
the use of rings for binding, which means care has to be taken when turning the pages. The info in
this book is amazing, if not a little bit overwhelming for a newbie. I'm sure that with time I will
understand the majority of the technical stuff. I can't say if there are any "bad" technical articles,
because I have no knowledge at all at this time. The History section is both fascinating, well written
and set out with many quality photo's. The text draws from the authors personal experiences and
knowledge. He seems to know his stuff. Although not exhaustive, it seems to be a well rounded
history of amp manufactures. The circut diagrams are fascinating, if not overwhelming for there
number. The supplied disk has 801 diagrams, with 330 odd reproduced in the book itself. They
seem to be fairly reasonable quality, but some are hard to read. The magnifing function of adobe
acrobat can be used to overcome this (at least for the diagrams I looked at). I was after a book on
guitar tube amps that was not to specific or specialised. This book seems to cover just about every
base (including maintanence tips). Absolutely facinating book. Highly recomended!

George Alessandro's amps differ from many of those in what have come to be called the 'boutique'
market, partly because his designs are less directly based on the usual classic vintage tube amps
(tweed Fenders, Marshall JTMs, Vox AC30s . . .) than most others, and partly because he has so
closely aligned his work with the esthetics of the high-end tube audio world.&nbspRead the first
page



This is a great book for anyone interested in the history of guitar tube amplifiers. Its especially great
for the hobbyist tube amp builders because it contains 801 schematics on the CD that comes with
the book. This book is the follow up of Aspen Pittman's book the Tube Amp Book 4.1th edition and
4th addition as well. This book is smaller than the previous editions because a lot of the schematics
have been put on the CD-ROM that comes with the book. But more schematics have been released
with this edition on the CD-ROM so it actually contains more info than the previous editions. The
CD-ROM contains 801 schematics of vintage amps. All of them are in PDF format and viewable on
any machine that can run Adobe Acrobat. The pictures and descriptions in the book give you a great
idea of how the vintage amps looked and how they evolved. This book is a must have for any tube
amp afficianado.

I would recommend the book, especially the larger book and accompanying CD for someone looking
for an introduction to tube-based guitar amplifiers. There is a lot of good material, but is by no
means a complete reference; if you want to know of *every* Fender tube amp made, for example,
there is another book that only covers Fender. As an overall survey book, I found it quite good.

If you then want to go into building or fixing tube-based guitar amplifiers, Gerald Weber has a very
good DVD and accompanying book that will give you a good grounding (no pun intended). Ted
Weber, Mike Marsh and Mojo Musical are also good sources for more detailed tube amplifier
guidance and/or parts.

Be warned that the image quality of the circuit schematics printed in this edition is for the most part:
TERRIBLE. Zooming in on the pdf's of the schematics on the cd-rom or even looking at the printed
ones in the book will leave you angry and frustrated as many of them are simply illegible. The values
of resistors et al are IMPOSSIBLE to see in many of them. I have the 4.1 edition and will have to
hang onto it as the images printed there are FAR superior to those in the new edition. It's a shame
that the Quality Control is so poor in this critical publication. Did no-one check this out before it was
shipped for production?

This guy has sure duped a lot of people. He talked about how critical impedance was and how you
should check your speaker cabinet impedance using a VOM. A VOM checks RESISTANCE not
impedance. If he doesn't even know the difference between resistance and impedence he shouldn't
be advising anyone. Too bad there wasn't minus stars I could use for the rating. I bet he can hear
the difference between 12 gauge and 2/0 speaker wires too.  

This is a good/excellent quality product with a lot of useful information. For me, I'm a novice,
wanabe, amp tech and I'm just learning to read schematics. I've serviced several amps now,
replaced capacitors and resistors and successfully rebuilt three vintage amps. So, I bought this book
as well as a several other books for reading and reference as many of the amp techs out there claim
this to be the bible of tube amp books. It's not going to make you into an amp tech, you've got to do
the work and study electronics to do that, but it's a good reference.

Includes an entire chapter on every section of a tube guitar amp, from jack plug to speaker output.
Many modification projects plus instructions on how to build an entire Class A amp from scratch.
Includes the impossible-to-get Torres Bias Charts for all tubes and amps. Adding a reverb circuit,
boosting gain, fixing a Vibrato, adding a Bright Switch, Fat Switch and much more - its all here.

Following is a list of  "must have" books for the serious tube amplifier designer.  Some of them are
long out of print, and can only be obtained from used book sellers, although they are occasionally
seen for sale on the internet.  The ones marked with an asterisk are the absolute, "can't do without"
books, in my opinion.  The other books on the list are also well worth finding.  There are other books
out there which may also be good, but I can't comment on them if I haven't read them.

A Desktop Reference of Hip Vintage Guitar Amps - Gerald Weber. Published by Kendrick Books,
1994. ISBN 0-9641060-0-0.  Lots of good schematics, primarily Fender-oriented, but some other
amps as well.  In addition, it contains a lot of mod information for Fender amps, if you are into that



kind of thing.

Ampeg - The Story Behind The Sound- Gregg Hopkins and Bill Moore. Published by Hal Leonard,
1999. ISBN 0-7935-7951-1.  The definitive Ampeg book!  This is without a doubt the
classiest-looking book on amplifiers I have ever seen.   Very well done,  with lots of color photos and
items of historical significance.   Can be purchased directly from Bill Moore at Risehigh@aol.com if
you can't find it in your local bookstore.

* Audio Cyclopedia, 2nd Edition - Howard Tremaine. Published by Howard W. Sams & Co., Inc. The
Bobbs-Merrill Co. Inc., 1974.  International Standard Book Number 0-672-20675-7, Library of
Congress Catalog Card Number: 77-82885.  This huge volume is arguably the best book ever
published on tube amplifier circuits and other electronic circuitry, from filters to test equipment and
everything in between.  It is presented in a question-and-answer format, and contains concise,
easy-to-understand explanations of almost every tube circuit known to man (some of the newer
patents on amp circuitry bear a suspicious resemblance to circuits in this book).  Don't buy the later,
solid-state edition, the 2nd edition is the one you want.  Good luck finding a copy, as it is long out of
print.
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