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Clochemerle by Gabriel Chevallier was such a delightful book, that I thought I would choose another
of his books to read this week. This one was called The Affairs of Flavie, and it was also published
as one of the 30 Penguins with the unsuccessful full colour covers. It is a very perplexing book;
having read it, I&#8217;m left asking many questions, and the top of the list is why would Penguin
publish it. That would be followed by why the author chose this title. Why name the book after an
obscure character who disappears by the middle of the book, and whose story is never developed?

You know you are reading the same author. He has the same prejudices, the same focus on
understanding people&#8217;s characters and motives, and certainly the same obsession with the
attractiveness of plump women, and the ugliness of slim women. Then there is the same labouring
on the theme that older women who are proud of their virtue are usually in that state because no
one wanted to take it from them. He believes that people are generally proud of the character trait
that caused them the least trouble, and he certainly seems to believe that the motives of women are
limited to passion, jealousy and control. The pleasant ones are always simple-minded and devoted
to their men, or their men are worthless and so they are forgivably devoted to their lovers.

The story begins with Flavie, who lives in an apartment in Grenoble in France, and who is bored with
her life and her husband, filling her imagination with dreams of a liaison with a man modelled after
American movie stars. She is attacked by a friend of her husband, and knocks a vase from her
window, killing M. Euffe, a self-made millionaire and grocer, who is making up for lost time by
squandering his wealth on his mistress Riri Jumier. The book then follows the consequences of this
death upon M. Euffe's immediate family, Flavie, Riri and his business Silken Net. As the years go
by, more people are drawn into this circle and we follow their lives too.

This book is the literary equivalent of a soap opera. It exists because it exists; the story is simply a
story &#8211; it has no direction or purpose, characters are introduced and written out at the whim
of the author, and then it just ends. And the ending is the most disappointing part, because there is
no climax and conclusion. The story takes an abrupt right turn, we race through the life story of an
incidental character, there is a final sentence and the story is over without anything being resolved.

This is a blog about my Penguin paperback collection which is restricted to the Penguins published
before Allen Lane died in 1970. These books are identifiable by the pre-ISBN numbers on their
spines, and are numbered approximately in publishing order. Many of these books are now
forgotten, with any lingering interest focused primarily on their covers. I aim to rediscover them one
at a time, by reading and commenting on one of these vintage Penguins each week.
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This scarce antiquarian book is a facsimile reprint of the original. Due to its age, it may contain
imperfections such as marks, notations, marginalia and flawed pages. Because we believe this work
is culturally important, we have made it available as part of our commitment for protecting,
preserving, and promoting the world's literature in affordable, high quality, modern editions that are
true to the original work.

Beneath a gentle sky, as vast and azure as the blue immensity of a Far Eastern sea, with bright
clouds for all the world like airships and drawing away in hasty flight towards the south, leaving
untrammelled space for a whole pageantry of shrill and joy-filled birds, the month of May, all
unawares, was performing miracles of splendour.&nbspRead the first page

Solid, tight copy with some creasing to covers & spine, some edgewear with age tan & foxing on
edges and some browning of pages. Overall classified as good copy or better. We quickly respond
to requests for scanned images and promptly answer any questions, or supply further information on
this book's contents or condition. Bookseller Inventory # 113332

Terms of Sale: Due to high bank charges for transfers of foreign currencies, the full range of
payment options is available to Australian customers only. Payment options always available to
customers from outside Australia are credit card or PayPal. Please contact us prior to placing order
if you have other preferences or suggestions. All books are offered subject to prior sale. Books can
be returned if they are received in a condition not as described. We must be notified by email or
phone ... [More Information]

Shipping Terms: We can be reached on 07(+617) - 3202 7547 or you can e-mail us if you are
unsure of the shipping charges, we would answer you promptly. We use Australia Post for regular
and express deliveries within Australia, and a reliable international air carrier for shipping to
overseas destinations at economy rates. Full airmail is also an option. Insurance by arrangement at
buyer's expense - approximately 5% of the book's value. We employ superior packaging methods
and materials to prevent damage in transit. Within the padded envelopes, postal mailers or satchels,
the books (paperbacks or hardbacks) are given additional protection with bubble wrappers and/or
corrugated cardboard. We usually ship books on the next working day after receiving an order.

Store Description: Booksplendour is an online bookstore and family business, registered since 2002.
* We offer personal service, by the proprietors. We will promptly respond to your inquiries and, if
required, will send you digital images of the books. * We normally dispatch orders on the next
working day; parcels are expertly packaged. * We are situated in Pullenvale, a western suburb of
Brisbane, in Australia. * All books on offer are in our possession, and are stored on shelves on our
premises. * Our main specialty is the Australian fiction and non-fiction (regional authors, Australian
history, society, folklore, biographies and autobiographies of Australians, nature, travel, geography,
politics, humour, Aboriginal culture, Australian classical literature, art, etc.) * We also concentrate on
New Age and esoteric books, self-help & motivational literature, alternative medicine and lifestyle,
business, religion, history, fantasy fiction, science fiction, UFO, unexplained events, etc. * We stock
a large number of works of fiction and non-fiction, by British and American authors, as well as
non-English literature and translations (Czech, French, German, Italian, Russian, South American,
Spanish, etc.). * Currently we approximately 25,000 books listed on the net.

Portions of this page may be (c) 2006 Muze Inc. Some database content may also be provided by
Baker & Taylor Inc. Copyright 1995-2006 Muze Inc. For personal non-commercial use only. All rights
reserved. Content for books is owned by Baker & Taylor, Inc. or its licensors and is subject to
copyright and all other protections provided by applicable law.
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