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This book is filled with numerous short stories, the themes of all speak to the struggle of Puerto
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Rican emmigrants to the US. Specifically in Harlem, New York. Although on the surface the stories
may seem somewhat somber and simple, it is not until you read into the text that you come to
understand the underlying statement that Soto is making. It makes one realize that the United
States really does not uphold the principles of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness as it makes
you think. It shows us that these rights are exclusively available to the group to which the
government extends them. If you are not of white caucassien origin you simply have to fight for a
chance, a chance to live, and a chance to feel the "privilege" of being successful. Read it one, two,
or three times because each time you come to different realizations on what he is saying...

Pedro Juan Soto was born in CataÃ±o, Puerto Rico, and went to primary and secondary school in
BayamÃ³n. At the age of eighteen, he moved to New York and attended Long Island University. He
initially studied to become a doctor, but after being influenced by the works of Ernest Hemingway,
he decided to dedicate his life to the study of literature.

After graduating from Long Island with a Bachelor of Arts degree, he served in the United States
Army for a year, and then went to Columbia University to obtain a Master of Arts degree. It is around
this time that Soto began to publish his first works, Garabatos and Los inocentes, for which he won
awards. He also published stories in Revista Asomante, a Hispanic magazine.

Among Soto's most famous works are Spiks, which deals with the struggles he and many other
Puerto Ricans faced in New York, and UsmaÃ­l, a story set in the Puerto Rican island of Vieques in
the early 20th century. Soto was a supporter of the Puerto Rican independence movement, a theme
that often shows up in his books.
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Book Description: Dell Laurel Leaf Pub., New York, NY, USA., 1973. Soft Cover. Book Condition:
Very Good. Helen R. Lane painted Cover (illustrator). First ENGLISH Language Paperback Edition.
12mo - over 6¾" - 7¾" Tall. 224 pages."A book about Puerto Rican teenagers in 1960's New York
City, with Slums, Poverty, Racism, Alcoholism, Macho; Struggle bettween alienation & belonging;
Soto went on to become a popular young adult author: (originally published in Spanish as Ardiente
Suelo, Fria Estacion) First ENGLISH Language Paperback Edition. Mass Market Paperback.
Bookseller Inventory # 12569-1

Book Description: Renaissance Editions, 1966. Hardcover. Book Condition: Used: Very Good. Dust
Jacket Condition: Fair/price clipped. 4to - over 9Â¾" - 12" tall. Red cloth hardcover. Illustrated. Text
is English and Spanish. Worn jacket with tears and chipping. Previous owner's gift inscription on
blank page. Text is clean. Binding is tight. Bookseller Inventory # 108205
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Dust Jacket Condition: Good. First Edition. 7x10. Cloth. Very Good/Good. First Edition. 7x10. 96
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Book Description: Schocken, New York, 1978. the uncorrected proof in wrappers 151pp. Preface by
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front cover, has publisher information tipped onto the cover. a very good copy. Bookseller Inventory
# 53446
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Book Description: Monthly Review Press, New York, 1973. Hardcover. Book Condition: FINE /
VERY GOOD MINUS. First Edition. FIRST EDITION. Short stories about the lives of Puetro Ricans
living in the ghettos of New York City amidst drug-trafficing and big-city crime, struggling to make it
in the land of opportunity. Especially significant in Soto's stories are his views on women, their
position as "captives fighting to break out of the suffocating prisons of family and society in which
they are held." 92 pp. Slight edgewear to book. Tiny chip to DJ spine, 1.5" closed tear to front panel
lower corner and .75" closed tear to bottom edge of spine (small creases resulting between them).
Black lettering to spine, red cloth-covered boards. Review copy with slip laid-in. Tight, bright, clean.
Bookseller Inventory # 66418

Book Description: Monthly Review Press. Hardcover. Book Condition: Very Good. 0853452997
Clean, unmarked copy. Hardcover, with dust jacket- In great shape! I can send expedited rate if you
chose; otherwise it will promptly be sent via media rate. Have any questions? Email me; I'm happy
to help! ATTENTION: A discount may be available for this item. Email me for details. Bookseller
Inventory # SKU1025018

Book Description: Monthly Review Press, 1973. Hardcover. Book Condition: Near Fine. Dust Jacket
Condition: Very Good. First Edition. First printing. Red cloth binding, black titles. Stated first printing.
Book near fine with a strip of excess glue on back endpaper that has adhered to endpage, and
some minor spotting to top edge. DJ very good with some aging and edgewear. 92 pp. Book.
Bookseller Inventory # 4093
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