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Bloodfeud: murder and revenge in Anglo-Saxon England, Richard A. Fletcher, Oxford University
Press, 2003, 019516136X, 9780195161366, 230 pages. On a gusty March day in 1016, Earl Uhtred
of Northumbria, the most powerful lord in northern England, arrived at a place called Wiheal,
probably near Tadcaster in Yorkshire. Uhtred had come with forty men to submit formally to King
Canute, an act that completed the Danish subjugation of England and the defeat of Ethelred the
Unready, to whom Uhtred had been a loyal ally and subject. But, as Richard Fletcher recounts in the
electrifying opening to Bloodfeud, "Treachery was afoot." With Canute's connivance, Thurbrand,
Uhtred's old enemy, ambushed and slaughtered the earl and his men. "This act of treachery and
slaughter set in motion the chain reaction of counter-violence and yet further violence, a bloodfeud
that lasted for three generations and almost sixty years." Those sixty years were also some of the
most unsettled in English history. Tracing the bloodshed through three generations, Fletcher throws
light on an Anglo-Saxon culture that would soon be wholly replaced by a new Norman regime.
Fletcher shows us in minute detail the concerns of Anglo-Saxon life: how difficult it was to govern
England, particularly the region north of the Humber River, the millennial power of the church, and
the important role women and marital alliances played in renewing old feuds. Against this rich
context the few reliable facts of the enmity between Uhtred and Thurbrand are "coaxed and
entreated into utterance." Bloodfeud shows us a powerful historian at work piecing together what we
do and don't know, what may be reasonably surmised, and where we must simply let the
imagination take over. Fletcher presents with superb clarity and wit the most stimulating account of
life in pre-Norman England to be found anywhere..
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The Godwins The Rise and Fall of a Noble Dynasty, Frank Barlow, 2003, Biography &
Autobiography, 198 pages. '[for] those who like their early Middle Ages replete with murder and
mayhem... Frank Barlow has an epic tale to tell' History Today The family of Earl Godwin of Wessex
stands ....

Saxon England a political history of the English Dark Ages, Harold R. Smith, 1953, History, 623
pages. .

Economy, society and warfare among the Britons and Saxons , Leslie Alcock, 1987, History, 343
pages. .

The fall of Saxon England , Richard Humble, Oct 23, 1975, History, 242 pages. .

Anglo-Saxon England , Frank M. Stenton, Jun 7, 2001, History, 765 pages. This book covers the
emergence of the earliest English kingdoms to the establishment of the Anglo-Norman monarchy in
1087. Professor Stenton examines the development of English ....

The beginnings of English society , Dorothy Whitelock, 1952, History, 256 pages. .

Anglo-Saxon Britain , Grant Allen, 1884, Anglo-Saxons, 237 pages. .
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Road from the West Book | of the Chronicles of Tancred, Madison Street Publishing, Rosanne E
Lortz, Sep 2, 2011, , 360 pages. .

The Kings Depart The Prosopography of Anglo-Saxon Royal Exile in the Sixth and Seventh
Centuries, DP“DZibhb“A- B“a€ce Crb“N-nb“A-n, 2007, History, 25 pages. .

The Struggle for Mastery Britain, 1066-1284, David A. Carpenter, 2003, History, 615 pages. The
years from 1066-the Norman conquest of England-to 1284-the English conquest of Wales--were
momentous ones in the history of Britain. In this comprehensive synthesis ....

The last apocalypse Europe at the year 1000 A.D., James Reston, Feb 17, 1998, History, 299
pages. A rich, panoramic, illustrated popular history traces the victories of the kings and popes of
Christendom against the seemingly invincible Vikings, Moors, and Hungarian Magyars ....

The making of early England , D. P. Kirby, 1967, , 320 pages. .

Harold, the last Anglo-Saxon king , lan W. Walker, 1997, History, 258 pages. Until now, King Harold
Godwineson's claim to fame was that he was shot through the eye with an arrow and died at the
Battle of Hastings in 1066. Known mainly for this defeat ....

Facing the Flag Easyread Super Large 20pt Edition, Verne, Jules, Jan 28, 2008, Fiction, 412 pages.
Facing the Flag by Jules Verne is a novel based on the deep emotions of patriotism. France as well
as the whole world is being threatened by a destructive weapon. The malice of ....

A House in Gross Disorder Sex, Law, and the 2nd Earl of Castlehaven, Cynthia B. Herrup, Sep 23,
1999, Law, 216 pages. The first comprehensive study of the seventeenth century's most shocking
sex scandal probes the life and times of 2nd Earl of Castlehaven--a man executed for aiding the
rape of ....

Northumbria, 500-1100 Creation and Destruction of a Kingdom, David W. Rollason, 2003, History,
339 pages. A study of the rise and fall of the large and powerful kingdom of Northumbria..

Studies on Anglo-Saxon institutions , Hector Munro Chadwick, 1905, Business & Economics, 422
pages. .
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